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Norton Simon Museum Appoints Emily Talbot to Chief Curator 
 
Pasadena, CA— The Norton Simon Museum has appointed Emily 

M. Talbot as its new Chief Curator, responsible for the care, 
interpretation and display of the Norton Simon art collections. Dr. 

Talbot joined the Museum’s curatorial department in 2017 as a 
specialist of 19th- and 20th-century European art, and has served 
as Acting Chief Curator since February 2019. Her promotion to 

Chief Curator became effective on January 1, 2020. 
 

“Emily’s professional and academic background make her a 
perfect fit for the Norton Simon Museum. A specialist in French 

Impressionism and Post-Impressionism, a particular interest of 
Mr. Simon and a highlight of his collections, she has organized 

excellent exhibitions and programs at the Museum, including 
Taking Shape: Degas as Sculptor and By Day & by Night: Paris in 

the Belle Époque,” says Museum President Walter Timoshuk. “As 
Acting Chief Curator and now Chief Curator, she brings a fresh 

perspective and energy to the Museum’s curatorial team and our 
many ongoing collaborations and initiatives.”  

 
“It is an honor and a privilege to oversee the Norton Simon’s remarkable collections,” says Talbot, “and I 
am delighted to deepen my knowledge of the institution in this new role. I look forward to working with 

colleagues both in and outside of the museum to organize exhibitions and other projects that further 
enhance the museum’s local and international reputation.” 

 
Talbot received her PhD in the History of Art from the University of Michigan in 2017, and holds 

Master’s degrees from the Courtauld Institute of Art (2006) and New York University (2005). She has 
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published and lectured on a wide range of subjects, including nineteenth-century realism, twentieth-
century printmaking, and the history of collecting. Prior to joining the Museum in 2017, she served as 

the Andrew W. Mellon Curatorial Fellow at the University of Michigan Museum of Art, where she 
organized the exhibition Picturing Buildings: Photographers and Architecture, 1855-1985 (May 13 – 

August 13, 2017). Between 2007 and 2010 she was a Curatorial Assistant at The Museum of Modern Art 
in New York, where she managed its collection of 55,000 prints, illustrated books and multiples, dating 

from the late 19th century to the present. Prior to her time at MoMA, Talbot worked in the curatorial 
departments of the Brooklyn Historical Society, the National Portrait Gallery, London, the Courtauld 

Institute of Art Gallery, and the British Museum.  
 

At the Norton Simon Museum, Talbot supervises the Museum’s curatorial, collections and conservation 
staff, as well as the library. In her new role she will be managing the production of scholarly catalogues 

and overseeing the Masterpiece Exchange Program with partners including the National Gallery, 
London, the Art Institute of Chicago, and the Dresden Gemäldegalerie Alte Meister.  

 
About the Norton Simon Museum 
The Norton Simon Museum is known around the world as one of the most remarkable private art 

collections ever assembled. Over a 30-year period, industrialist Norton Simon (1907–1993) amassed an 
astonishing collection of European art from the Renaissance to the 20th century, and a stellar collection 

of South and Southeast Asian art spanning 2,000 years. Modern and Contemporary Art from Europe and 
the United States, acquired by the former Pasadena Art Museum, also occupies an important place in 

the Museum’s collections. The Museum houses more than 12,000 objects, roughly 1,000 of which are on 
view in the galleries and gardens. Two temporary exhibition spaces feature rotating installations of 

artworks not on permanent display.  
 
Location: The Norton Simon Museum is located at 411 W. Colorado Blvd. at Orange Grove Boulevard in Pasadena, Calif., at the 

intersection of the Foothill (210) and Ventura (134) freeways. For general Museum information, please call (626) 449-6840 or 

visit nortonsimon.org. Hours: The Museum is open Monday, Wednesday and Thursday from noon to 5 p.m., Friday and 

Saturday from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. It is closed on Tuesday. Admission: General admission is $15 

for adults and $12 for seniors. Members, students with I.D., and patrons age 18 and under are admitted free of charge. 

Admission is free for everyone on the first Friday of every month from 5 to 8 p.m. All public programs, unless stated otherwise, 

are free with admission. The Museum is wheelchair accessible. Parking: Parking is free but limited, and no reservations are 

necessary. Public Transportation: Pasadena Transit stops directly in front of the Museum. Please visit 

http://pasadenatransit.net for schedules. The MTA bus line #180/181 stops in front of the Museum. The Memorial Park Station 

on the MTA Gold Line, the closest Metro Rail station to the Museum, is located at 125 E. Holly St. at Arroyo Parkway. Please 

visit www.metro.net for schedules.  

 
 


