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The Norton Simon Museum Appoints Mikka Gee Conway as General Counsel 
 

 
Mikka Gee Conway. Photo: Enid Arvelo. 

 
Pasadena, CA – The Norton Simon Museum announced today the appointment of Mikka Gee 
Conway as General Counsel, overseeing the diverse range of legal matters for the Museum and its 
affiliated foundations. Conway comes to the organization with more than three decades of 
professional experience at arts institutions across the United States, including the National Gallery 
of Art and the Getty. She will join the Norton Simon’s executive team on June 30.  
 
 “We are delighted to welcome Mikka Gee Conway to the Norton Simon,” said Walter W. Timoshuk, 
President and Chief Executive Officer. “With her impressive legal expertise and leadership 
experience in the arts, Mikka will be a strong partner as we advance our organization’s objectives.”  
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Added Conway, “The Norton Simon Museum is an iconic Southern California institution with a 
spectacular collection and talented staff. I am honored and delighted to be joining them as General 
Counsel, and to have a role in helping navigate the next chapter in the Museum's history." 
 
Throughout Conway’s career in the arts, she has brought her deep knowledge and expertise in 
museum governance and copyright and intellectual property law. In her most recent roles, she 
served as Senior Counsel at ArtConverge, a firm providing legal services and thought leadership in 
the arts, and as an independent consultant advising museums and museum professional 
organizations on matters including exhibition strategy, academic programs, accreditation 
requirements and leadership training.  
 
From 2020 to 2024, she held the position of the inaugural Chief Diversity, Inclusion, and Belonging 
Officer and Equal Employment Opportunity Director at the National Gallery of Art in Washington, 
DC. Additional experience includes curatorial, administrative, legal and senior leadership roles, 
including assistant director at the J. Paul Getty Museum, assistant director for collections and 
exhibitions at the Minneapolis Institute of Arts, and associate general counsel at the J. Paul Getty 
Trust. 
 
Conway has frequently been on the faculty of the annual Legal Issues in Museum Administration 
conference and served on its planning committee from 2018 to 2021. She taught intellectual 
property law to Master of Library and Information Science students at the UCLA Graduate School of 
Education, was one of the first members of the Advisory Board of the Open Copyright Education 
Advisory Network (OCEAN) and is a frequent speaker on topics relating to museums, law and 
inclusion. She serves on the National Advisory Board of the Spencer Museum of Art at the 
University of Kansas. 
 
Conway holds degrees in art history from Stanford University and Williams College and a J.D. 
summa cum laude from the University of Minnesota Law School.   
 
About the Norton Simon Museum 
The Norton Simon Museum is known around the world as one of the most remarkable private art 
collections ever assembled. Over a 30-year period, industrialist Norton Simon (1907–1993) 
amassed an astonishing collection of European art from the Renaissance to the 20th century, and a 
stellar collection of South and Southeast Asian art spanning 2,000 years. Modern and 
Contemporary Art from Europe and the United States, acquired by the former Pasadena Art 
Museum, also occupies an important place in the Museum’s collections. The Museum houses 
more than 12,500 objects, roughly 800 of which are on view in the galleries and gardens.
 
Special Notice: From early January through October 2025, the Museum’s exterior areas are under 
construction, which will result in improvements to the Sculpture Garden and entrance. The 
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Sculpture Garden is closed for the duration of the project. To learn more, visit our website.  
 
Location: The Norton Simon Museum is located at 411 W. Colorado Blvd. at Orange Grove Boulevard in Pasadena, Calif., 
at the intersection of the Foothill (210) and Ventura (134) freeways. For general Museum information, please call (626) 
449-6840 or visit nortonsimon.org. Hours: The Museum is open Thursday through Monday, 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. (Friday and 
Saturday to 7 p.m.).  It is closed on Tuesday and Wednesday. Admission: General admission is $20 for adults and $15 for 
seniors. Members, students with I.D., and patrons age 18 and under are admitted free of charge. The first Friday of the 
month from 4 to 7 p.m. is free to all. The Museum is wheelchair accessible. Parking: Parking is free but limited, and no 
reservations are necessary. Public Transportation: Pasadena Transit stops directly in front of the Museum. Please visit 
http://pasadenatransit.net for schedules. The MTA bus line #180/181 stops in front of the Museum. The Memorial Park 
Station on the MTA A Line, the closest Metro Rail station to the Museum, is located at 125 E. Holly St. at Arroyo Parkway. 
Please visit www.metro.net for schedules.  

https://www.nortonsimon.org/about/exterior-improvement-project-2025/

